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Colonel House Nalls To-day.
We are greatly obliged to
neighbor the World, a newspaper
which, as all the other world knows,
enjoys peculiarly intimate if not con-
fidential relations with the White
House, for clearing up the mystery of
Magsus Dosmus's inspectorship, or,
as Mr. Tesmvery would probably and
more properly express it, the inspec-

torship Maayx Domus,

The mission of extreme delleacy
and diplomatic importance which Ex-
nlted Wisdom has decided to entrust
to Colonel House had been described
up to the time of the World's revela-
tions as that of a mere carrier of at-
mosphere, whether in and around his
own person or in suitably riveted
steel cylinders filled and sealed at
Washington for export London,
Berlin, Vienna and elsewhere, This

our

10

funetion seemed hardly worthy of
Colonel Hovse's greatness, ‘The in-
formation now derived from the

[
World puts an entirely different as-

pect on the matter, 8o specific and
distinetly focussed become the ser- |
vices which Colonel Hovse is expected |
to perform that we can even catn- |
logue them here, on the eminent au-
thority of our neighbor. The Colonel
goes abroad :

1. To impress Warter Hixes Pace|
with the fuet that he is not the supe- |
rlor American renresentative;

2. To settle n three coruered row
between Ambassador Pexyieep at Vi-
enna, Ambussudor Geranp at Berlin
and Ambassador Page at London

8. To ecastigante, chasten and im-
prove the foreign service without
causing any of the distinguished Am-
bassadors to resign,

4. To see that Mrs, Pexeirenp at Vi-
enna gets whut she needs from the
London shops without unnecessary
delay on the part of Ambassador
WarLter Hings PPacr. actlng as pur-
chasing and shipping agent;

5 Ditto, with regard to the new
clothes which Ambassador GeRArp at
Berlin asked his brother Pace at Lon-
don to get for him at the tailor's,

8. To tell Ambassador Marye at
Petrogrnd (if Colonel Hot sk reaches
Petrograd) that he must handle his
mall more expeditionsly

7. To caution all Ambassudors that
they must not show any personal
feelings they happen to entertain as
tndividuals, either in favor of the
Central Powers or of the Allies,

All this, aecording to the well in-
formed Waorld, in addition to gen-
eral duties of inspection and atmos-
phere. We fervently express our
congratulations to Macyvs Dosus—
or, as Mr. Tvsuuty would probably
and properly phrase i, our congrat-
ulations ad Macyaym DosuUM—upon
the high tribute to his diplomatic
abllitles which is implied in his se-
lection by the President,

Nevertheless, we firmly adhere to
the opinion that no such Inspector
and Reconciler and Castigntor of Am-
bussadors should be  seat abroad,
elther with or without a package of
atmosphere, unless the office 15 first
ereated hy  law  and the nominee
duly confirmedd by the Senate, which
hns the constitutional right to par-
ticipate in the appointment,

Our Maritime Chance.

Bome of the fignres which have
heen coming out of Washington in the
parade of statistics marshalled by the
Administration to reconcile the coun-
try with the contemporary political
handling of its affuirs do not, as rural
folks say, add up with some of the
Administration talk. One of the sums
which simply cannot be done is to
square the fucts about our present
merchant marine with the McApoo
propaganda for a merchant fleet, Gov-
ernment owned, Government operated,
Government controlled, Government
supervised, Government regulated ; at
nny rate, some kind of a merchant
marine with a large adulteration of
Government in it,

We need not look in the mouth of
the gift horse of our ship tonnage in-
crease in the first yeur of the Euro-
pean war.  There is something very
pntiefying in the rapid galn of carge
enpaelty of vessels under American
pegistery. particularly the gain of 489
vessels with o gross tonnnge of TO0,-
801 In the e, We cun
overlook the rather rvidieulous cam-
parison of our merchant marine with

the merchunt nuvies of other coun-
teles 1oy ipe f;ﬂr[n”"'\ ot of the enl-

foreign

culalivn, us simply a piece of t‘haﬂn.'-'

teristic political buncombe designed
for the palate of a public which is
never satiated with flapdoodle. The
essential point of the showing remains
that private enterprise has taken ad-
vantage of the shipping opportunity,
Just as It has taken advantage of all
the business opportunities created in
manifold directlons by the war, and
the chance for a rehabilitation of the
American shipping industry is proved,

Using the exhibit as an argument
for a Government merchant marine is
one of those efforts to resolve practl-
cal contradictions by the higher =yn-
thesls of academic theory of which
our present gifted Government is fond.
To the ordinary mind the fact that
private enterprise has been able to do
80 much, not only without Govern-
ment encouragement but against a
great deal of Government discourage-
ment, Is convineing that there Is no
occaslon for the Government to go
into the shipping business,

Is There to Be a Labor Famine?

According to the figures compiled
by the Immigration Service, the net
galn in population by the United
States through Immigration for the
yvear ending with June was 50,700,
compared with 769,276 in the preced-
ing twelve months. 'The nations of
Europe were at war eleven months of
the Iatter period, and immigration
fell off by 75 per cent. us compared
with the annual average for the ten
previous years, while emigration was
stimulated by the demand for their na-
tionals In the belligerent countries,

As immigration will remain low
throughout the war and probably for
some time after its close, it is plain

that the labor situation here will bu|

seriously affected. "The records of
employment offices and charitable
agencles show that unemployment is
not now a pressing problem. The
scarcity of manual workers in this
city was shown by the difficulties en-
countered In getting snow shovellers
after the snowfall of December 13,

and in other places throughout the |
East employers nssert that the situa- | tinguished de
tion is highly disturbing. Kansas has| ¢ pajitiea

ull the men needed to-day, but the crop
producing States may tind in harvest
time of 1916 that the demand for
farm haunds exceeds the supply.

It i not improbable that the spring
of next yeur will find the country
with more work to be done than
men to do it

A Republic of Labor.
The Colorado Fuel and Tron Com-
pany strike, whatever ts eauses and
whoever was respongible for the ex-
cesses committed, will not have been
in vain If the cooperative plan since
worked out by the company and ac-
cepted by the employees has o fair
trial, In an article in the Atlantic
Montidy, luminous with the writer's
sincerity, Mr. Joux I). ROCKEFELLER,
Jr., explains what this plan iz, Some-
body has aptly said that it establishes
a Republic of Labor, Certainly It
attempts to secure the rights and lo-
terests of both sides to the Industrial
compact, and denies no complainant,
even the humblest, n hearing.

The plan includes a trade agree-
ment and a constitution, both of which
have been printed and distributed
among the officers and employees,
The trade agreement guarantees that
until January 1, 1018, the wage scale
shall not be cut, no matter what re-
duetions are made elsewhere, and that
in the event of an Increase of wages
“in any competitive tield” the com-
pany will give the employees a “pro-
portional increase.” But this Is not
all, There is to be an eight hour day
for all employees working under-
ground amd In coke ovens, seml-
monthly payment of wages, fixed
churges for dwellings, light and water
provided by the company, powder anel
conl at cost and elubhouses In the
several mining camps.,

The second agreement or document
Is rightly termed an “Industrial Con-
stitution.” Its purpose is to set forth
the relations of the company and 1ts
employees, conserve rights, promote
mutual interests and provide a dem-
ocratic procedure for redressing griev-
nnees, Employees are not to he dis-
charged without notice, except for
such offences as are posted at each
mine, In all ather cases there Is (o
he no discharge for a first offence,
The delinquent will receive a warning
in writing that It must not he re.
peated,  Meetings of the men are to
he allowed on company property, and
they may make purchases where they
plense, There is to be no diseriming-
tion on pecount of mnmlmE‘shlp in any
society, fraternity or union,

Without adequate representation at
meetings with officers of the company
and a system of settling disputes the
employees' bill of rightg us set fortn
in the “Industrial Constitution™ would
he a travesty.  Each eamp is to be en-
titled to two representatives whom
the company will recognize, and they
ure to he heard on all questions of
working and living eonditions,  Onee
a yvear the principal officers of the com-
pany will meet these representntives
of the eamps to consider “questions
of general importance.” Three times
n year the men's representatives will
discuss minor questions with the pres-
{dent of the company or with a spe-
cinl officer known as the President's
Industrial Representative. In ench
district committees appointed by the
men and by the company Jointly are
to have charge of such matters as
sufety, sanitatlon, health, housing,
recrention, order and discipline and
terms and conditlons of employment,
The President’s Industrinl Represen-
tutive Is 1o miake the rounds of the
camps regulaely to familinrize him.

“

lxoll‘ with conditions, and he may be

summmoned by the men's represenia-
tives on oceaslon,

In the case of any and every griev.
ance a complainant may finally ap-
peal to the president of the company,
and If not satisfied with the decision
rendered he may, with the company's
approval, Invoke the intervention of
the Colorado State Industrinl Com-
misglon, by whose findings the com-
pany will abide. All expenses Incl-
dent to the settlement of digputes and
the redress of grievances will be paid
by the company,

That the machinery of adjustment
is complicated cannot be denied, but
representution Is full and complete
hecause the company desires that the
door be always left wide open “for
the natural exercise of any right or
privilege to which the men are en-
titled.”

As Mr. ROCKEFELLER savs, “'success
or fallure will be largely determined
by the spirit In which the plan is
carried out,” The result of praetl-
cally unlimited negotintion with the
employees about common interests
will be the unionizing of the entire
force, and the company is apparently
not averse to It, assuming that in the
Republic of Labor thus established
there will be no occasion for the men

to seek the support of their feilows
in similar industries, If both sides
to this historic compact in the rela- |
tions of capital and labor keep the |
faith, the plan ecannot fall of success,
It I= likely to be a model for the
whole industrianl world,

Pan-Americanism. |

It was Inevitable that the opening of
the Pun-Ameriean Scientific Congress
should have an International rmllllvnlI
significance, The import of world
moulding events canuot be ignored in
the councils of the learned, and the |
reflex of foreign complieations |hrnw1‘,
into strong relief the generally favors|
ahle conditions obtaining among the |
independent States of North and
South America to-day.

That Pan-Americanism which in Ils;
portrayal yvesterday in Washington |
commanded the applause of the dis-
I= not n dream
union under the hege-
mony of any Power, nor it
hide an ambition to extend the au-|
thority of any nation, Its plen is for |
a ecompleter understanding among the |
natlons of this hemisphere, apprecla-
tion by all of the aspirations of each,
and sympathy without Inlorfvn-m'oi
n the struggle of all the peoples to
whom it Is addressed toward their
nitional idenls,

It would remove the bharriers that
prejudice and ignorance have erected |
and readjust the perspective of each

legites

'll'lf"'i

of its beneficinries to a tolerant and |

harmonious  understunding of  the!
others, It could no prosper under the |
irritating shadow of politieal or com-
mercial dependence, nor reach its full
stature i it were the disguise of
mean and hidden motives.  Honestly |
sought for the common welfare, the
preservation of the conception of in- |
dividual freedom, political independ- |
ence and nationanl integrity which is
the heritage of the three Amerieas, it |
will confer lasting blessings on the |
lands of WasHiNGgron nmd BoLivag,

What New York Thinks of Haeckel.

{
Several elergymen of this town, of |

varlous ereeds, have commented on |
the latest book by I'rofessor I‘:I'\ﬁl’i
Hakckrer, who discerns in the present |
war proof of the failure of all the
supports of religious falth, Thev dis-
cuss hig “materialistic monism,” his|
dogmatism, his gods gnd their Gop,

In so deing they pay too much nt-
tention to the German professor’s un-
healthy theories, and too little to the
actnal, visible faets of that life which
he pretends to explain-—which they
profess and endeavor to make hetter,
and which Keeps the millions of ordi-
nary human beings busy living it as
It grows out of the forees of nature
and human nature,

I'rofessor Harcrpn does not spenk
for the German millions, and the
New York doctors of religion do not
speak representatively for the Amerl-
can millions,

The whole discusslon is not merely
“over the heads™
but Is utterly removed from possibil-
ity of infhuence Tor good and, we he-
leve, for bad
of living,

In the face of the facts of this ern
of uphenval
appearing in priestly zarh or in the
shameless ndity of “monism.”™

of ordinary people,
in the common business

sophistry  is foreeless,

What a shocking example Mr. Hesny
Forn's guests are setting the boys in
the trenches!

Mrs. InEz MILHOLLAND LlOIMSEVAIN,
quitting the peace Junket, names as
the cause of her desertlon the un-
democratic methods of the manage-
ment: “Instead of all the members
formulating plans, the work has been
confined to n few specially selected
persons.'”  The argonauts, alleging au-
tocracy as a prime factor among
causges of the war, demonstrate oon-
clusively the evil natura of the thing
they fight,

It must be a source of great comfort
to the President that since it was an-
nounced that Colonel Hovsg was going
to take the Wilson atmosphere to Ku-
rope no serious commentator on polit-
jcal eventr has sueggested that the Col-
onel's luggage would conslst largely
of tanke of hot alr,

The foothall rules commliitee in its
annual meeting to-day will tackle sug-
gestlons for the improvement of the
game embodying  every concelvable
idea, from that of numbering the play-
ers and forecing the offcials to slgnal
to the scoreboard every play and pen-
alty to that of changing the shape and
glze of the fleld

The main causes for altering the
game have been removed Football,
under proper supervision, '8 no longer
a dangerous sport to indulge in, It
has been simplitted enough to interest

| opposed to their faith, as Brother Smith,

| populous part
| whelmingly
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]
and atiract assembiages of from

§0,000 to 60,000 spectators. Mtrategy
and akill have becoms such important
factors that the lighter teams of the
smaller colleges ars now able either
to defeat the teams of the larger uni.
versities or at least to make the games
closa and Interesting.

In view of these facts it is hoped
that the rules committee will exert
ita energy in clarifying and Inter-
preting the present rules rather than
in making fundamental changes in the
governing code,

Football |s distinctly a college aport
for the sole purpose of developing the
minds and bodies of college men. Any-
thing that Is done to make It primarily
a spectacle for the attraction of large
crowds and big gate receipts is detri-
mental to the game,

Before execution of the reported in-
tention to ask Congreas to take over
and maintaln as a national memorial
the house in which Grover CLEVELAND
was born, at Caldwell, N, J, It might
be |nteresting to know how many visi-
tors from Oshkosh, Kalamazoo and
other “points Wesat" have flocked to
Caldwell to pay homage to the mem-
ory of President CLEVELAND,

It i{s to be hoped that nobody wiil see
in the search for the incendlaries who
tried to burn up 3,000,000 German
cartridges in storage here a violation
of American neutrality.

JUSTICE FOR WOMEN.

Has Dr. Shaw Studled the Constita-
tion Carefully?

To e Epitor oF Tne SuN—§ir: The
address of Dr. Anna Shaw before the
annual convention of the Nattonal Amer-
lcan Woman's Assoclation, 4n which she
aild “How can it [the United States)
plead for justice In Burope when it de-
nies justice to it own women? How
can it clalm that written agreaments
between nations are binding when |t
violates the fundamehtal principles of
its own natlonal Constitution, which
declares that the right of a ecitisen to
vote shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or by any State? Ia
it true, too, that the Constitution of the
United States is but a scrap of paper,
to be repudiated at will?" might apply In
part to the nuliification of the Fifteenth
Amendment by the Southern States,
thougth 1 doubt If Dr. Shaw would care
to advocata the return of negro domina-
tlon in the South before an audience of
ladiea In Mimsissippl or South Carolina.

Will the doctor kindly quote for the
benetit of poor benighted man that para-
graph in the Constitution conferring on
woman the rizht to vote? A perwon not
familiar with the conditions existing in
this country would infer from the above
and similar statements of sulfragists
that the man made laws of the United
States discriminate against the women
in favor of the men. W;ll the doctor
name a single equal suffraze State where
the lives, the property, the comfort and
thae happ'ness of the women are more
carcfully conserved than in the “horrid
old fashioned State” of Massachusetts?

Wyoming claims the honor of having
been the first subdivision of the coun-
try to discover the wonderfu] benefits
to be derived from female suffrage, hav-
Ing adopted it in 1889, Those of us who
retuember  the  various  means used
through the sparsely settled Western
section of the country to make as big
showlng as possible, can appreciate
the need of “counting all the noses” at
electlon in a Territory where the entire

white population, men, women and chil-
dren, was less than S$.000; the only
wonder is that they did not vote the
children ps well

As the tide of immigration brought a
flomd of gentiles nto the Mormon terri-
tory the Latter Day Saints seized upon
female suffrage as a  sure  defence
azainst the political ascendency of those

with his dozen wives, could outvote his
gentile neighbors, with one

As we follow the history of the suf-
frage movement alojge we will find that
the eause has been fostered and pushed
forward to its present prominence by
=ome political faction hoping thereby to |
(urther some selfish interest

Finding that the senttment of thel
of the country (s over-
againgt them, the suffra-
Kists now lav sege to Congress, hoping
to cajele or bulldoze that body into
f rg their fad upon the eountry con-

v to the expressed wishes of the
people ;. but owing to the result of the
fall election Congressmen will not be
worrlied over their threats of blacklists,
whether velled or open, as at the last
sees,0n of Congress, and thoss members
who have not sufficient strength In their
backbone to enable them to support their
honest opinion will find a course of ab-
sent treatment beneficlal.

CHARLER STANLEY,
Horyoke, Mass, December 23,

PEOPLE OF THE PINES.
Need Education In Practical Affairs,
Not Compulsion In Morals,

To Tue Eviror or Tk SUN-—8ir: The
editorial artlele “Christmas in Johnson's
Place™ in Tue SUN of December 23 s
right. The Pineys resent the coming of
sociologists among them to Investigate
them  amd  then to publish  statistics
showing that they are doomed. Some
of these investigators put the mental
degenerates as high as 25 per cent. of
the whole number They only guess,
and they guess wrong.

There (s one place of three or four
fiunities  amdl Yither the investigators
flowck and find their quarry, a man who
has two wives, & woman who has fiva
husbands, aid one or two cases of
degeneracy From these few cases they
say the Pinevs are impossible.

These people of the pines have been
passed Ly in the mareh of eivilization,
They are not degraded, but have never
been graded ap, They need good schools,
lucrative industries and unselfish Chris-
tian teachers,

They are Interesting and  worthy
people |0 MeCLENAGHAN,

"usceroN, N J, December 27,

0ld Friends at Christmas Time.

To Tne, Evrtor or Tur SunN—8ir:
Speaking for many besldes myself 1 wish
to thank you for reprinting the “Vir-
ginla" letter, T have reatl it with appre-
clution and dellght many, many times
ginee [ filrat read It eighteen vears ago.
There has hardly been a day for forty
vears that T have missed reading ‘“‘the
only paper,” and until my eyves fall me
I shall continue In the same course of
pleasuralle education,

Gronae 1. CoNRoY.

BrooKLYN, December 20, J

The Watchmaker's Sign.
To e Emror oF Tug Sus—~8ir;  Rome
time ago, white talking to a jewaller about

the likeness of signs o various lines of
hasiness, my attentlon was called to the
fuet that the hands of the cleck signs

which swing above a watchmaker's place
of bhusiness generally point to ssventsen
minutes after 8. On acknowledging Ig-
norance of the significance of this sign,
I was told that It denoted the time that
Ldneoln was shot In Ford's Opera Houne.
I'erhaps some of the readers of Tum Hoy
ean verify thia fact and tell us who first
devieed this Interesting method of keeping
fresh In the public's mind the remem-
brance of the dark hour in which we lost

| “ens  politiques™

ona of our greatest Presldenta, D p
Npw York, Decambar 27,
‘The Last Traln
I rst Bahurbanite ~Rescrved & tabla for
New Year's”

Becond Suburbanite—Yep, a time table.

WAR AND ARBITRATION.

Distinotion Between Legal and Politl
cal International Questions.

To Tum Eotron or Tue Sun—8ir: In
these times of stress and storm caused
by the Old World war, in which
some fifteen movereign and indepen-
dent Btates are now engaged, it would
be well for the American people to
pause long enough to recognize a sim-
ple fact: namely, that the history of
the world since the thirteen Colonles
declared their independence shows
clearly that the questions of dispute
which now arise between nations that
cannot be asolved by the ordinary
means of diplomacy resolve them-
selves naturally into two broad classes,
legal and political cases. In one of
these classes e the causes of dis-
agreement upon whose golution de-
pend the future political power and
prestige of none of the nations par-
ties to any given dispute, while in the
other category fall the cases upon
whose eventual solution the future
political power in the world of one
or more of the States connected with
any one question depends.

Historic examples wof these two
classes of International cases are the
Alabama claims and Hering Eea fur
seal cases for the first kind of these
two classes of disputes, that is legal
cases, and the Franco-Prussian war
in 1870-71, and the present Old World
war are examples of the second class,
that {a political cases. In hoth the
Alabama claims and the Bering Bea
cases the future force and power in
the affairs of the world of neither the
United States nor the Britieh Empire
were even remotely Imperilled by the
decislons of the Geneva or Paris In-
ternational tribunals. Tt was not
which of those two nations was the
stronger that was at stake in thowse
two cases, but which was right accord-
ing to the principles of the law be-
tween nations. In the casge of the
Franco-Prussian war, however, the
real point at Issue was whether I'rance
or Germany should possess the con-
trolling voice in shaping the political
development of continental Europe;
Just as to-day the real fundamental
question of dispute between the two
groups of European nations which are
grappled in a mad orgy of degtruction
is who of the nations of Europe shall
have the leadership in deciding the
political affalrs of Europe, or in other
words who shall have the power to
arrange a large part of the commerce
of the world for its own particular
advantage, In neither of these two
latter cases could the fundamental
causes that precipitated the war have
been satisfactorily settled by a sub-
mission of either dispute to an inter-
national tribunal named ad hoc, or
even to a supreme court of the nations
had one existed. For by no possibility
could any judleial tribunal have de-
clded in either case which side was
the stronger, and consequently en-
titled to have what It desired to the
exclusion ¢f the other party to the
international dispute.

8o, while international judicial tri-
bunals such asx the Geneva tribunal,
which judged the Alabama clalmes, or
the International court which sat at
Farls on the Bering Sea case, have
proved precious instruments for keep-
Ing the peace between nations in all
cases where the rival nations were not
contending for political superiority, the
many wars of the last fifty vears
abundantly prove that where the rival
nations are contending for political
supremacy in the world, which to-day
means  underneath eommercial  su-
premacy, a clash of armsa cannot in
the end be avolded.

This distinction in the questions of
disagreement hetween nations began
to be noticed half a century since, and
in the course of time an Increasing
number «f publicists took note of |t
and discussed it briefly. The French
publicists named these two classes of
cases respectively “cas furidiques” and
In 1804 Westlake
named these two groups of questions,
In English, legal and political cages
respeciively. And Westlake's minting
of those terms in that respect was
followed by Oppenheim In his clearly
and forcibly written treatise ‘“Inter-
national Law.,” Of late pacifists in
this country have used the terms
“justiciable” and "non-jiusticiahle” In
describing these two classes of cases,

Hy whatever name, however, we
may call these two great divisions into
which the disputes arising bhetween
nations resolve themselven, it behooves
the American people to-day to drop
any illusions, and to realize that nnt
within the lifetime probahly of any
one now lving will war be eliminated
from the affairs of natious,

International tribunals named ad
hoe have proved a blesged hoon to the
world in many times avolding war in
the past, as doubtless they will again
many times In the future. Hut no
means, {t must not be forgotten, has
a8 yel been devised hy humanity to do
away with all wars,

THoMas WILLING BaLow,

PuriLapELriia, Christmas Ive, 1915,

MARRIAGE IN LAW.

The Legal Understanding of the Con.
tract Explalned.
opinion by Justice
the Aupreme Court

I am at a loss to find anything in the
record which would Justify the von-
clusion that a valid, legal and binding
marriage had taken place, 1t s quite
true that there was a formal ceramany,
but it & also patent from the evidence
that there was no intention whatever on
the part of either the plalntiff or the de-
fendant that it should he considered as
a valid and lezal marriage; on the
contrary, it appears, affirmatively, that
the ceremony was entered Into solely
for the purposge of ohtaining a certificate
of marriuge which could be used by the
plaintiff in her endeavor to obtain a
theatrical engagement, therehy avercom-
ing the objection as to her being under
the legal age.

From an Aspiiweall of

The law considers marriage in the
light of a civil contract as to [ts in-
ception.  In the marrviage contract, the

same as in that of any other, con%ent
is A necessary element. Consent, which
i8 the essence of all ordinary contracts,
I8 necessary to the valldity of the mar-
ringe contract,

The minds of the parties must meet
in one common intention, Mere words
without the Intention corresponding
therewith will not make a
or any other civil contract, but the
words and acts are evidence of such In-
tentlon, and it must be shown clearly
therefrom that bhoth parties intended
that they were not to have effect,

While 1t Is true that the marriage
contracts are bused upon considerations
pecullar to themselves and that publle
policy is concerned with the regulation

of family relations, nevertheless mar-
riage is considered in no other light
than as A& clvil contract,
The Pleasure of Travel.
To The Emiton oF THE BUN=—Sir:  Was

there not a4 world of meaning conveved |n

the wireiess message which Henry ord,

anfe on hoard the Bergonsfiord, sent o

thoge he had left bhehind on the Gscar 11,
when he sald "Comfortable journev' ?

I

NEw Youk, December 37,

marringe |

PLEA FOR A GREAT NAVY.

British Sea Power Might Prove 8
Menace Instead of a Defence.

To THE EpiTor or THe SuNn—§ir: The
chlef practical reason why we are, as &
nation, on the side of the English and
their allies is that the British fleet I8
our sole adequate *“national defence’
and has heen for half a century. That
fact more than any pecullar virtue of
ours has made us and kept us “unmili-
tary,” We are, moreover, in common
with the non-Teutonic world exceed-
Ingly afrald of the tremendous power
of the Central Empires, We know well
that with England beaten we should be
utterly Incapable of protecting our-
selves against a victorlous Germany.
The result Is that we absolutely refuse
l?blbelleve a victorlous Germany is poa-
sible.

By refusing to admit the possaibility
of a victorious Germany we find an ex-
cuse for blindly remaining unprepared
for national defence during elghteen
months of world war, We pretend to be
pacifists and, posing as such, disgust
the greater part of the world that
realizes well we are making millions out
of this human slaughter,

Because we rely upon the British fleet,
not our own ships, as our real defence
against forelgn Invasion or attack, we
do not allow ourselves to Imagine there
could ever be any danger arising from
England or one of her allles, We choose
to visualize Germany as cur only ‘pos-
elble future enemy.

Depending upon the British fleet has
kept us from preparing for a war that
spreads further every month. It has
made our diplomacy that of a British
colony. It has spawned hyphenated
citizens In every quarter, not only Ger-
man-American but other and as danger-
ous hyphenates. Our bondage to Kng-
lish mea power is quite as grave a na-
tlonal malady as any we now rall
Agalnst,

The first step toward real national de-
fence is to blot out from the subcon-
saciousness of every American rellance
upon the British fleet as our “first line
defence.” We should regard England's
naval power as our chief menace rather
than as a protection. Only In that
manner can we arrive at a truly, an un-
hyphenated, American point of view,

“Hyphenated Americans” were good
Americans before this war, They are
good Americans now. Most of us who
ure %0 rabid agalnst German-hyphen-
ated-Americans are “hyphenatea” of an-
other mort ourselves. All Americans
are “hyphenates,” linked with the best
of the peoples from which they sprang.
The cure for all that is bad in the
hyphen is to give to all Americans a
United States unafraid, self-confident,
standing alona before the world, asking
protection from no alien Power, fear-
ing the strength of no alien Power.
Prepare this nation to take agaln a
great placa in the world's affairs, give
this nation the power to defend what is
ougs and what to us Is right, and the end
of fivphens will come like magic.

Natlonal defence is a spiritual need
of America to-day far more than It Is
a material need. National defence will
save thia country from far more than
forelgn foes, ARTHUR MOORE.

aGreExwicH, Conn.. December 24,

THE ROOSEVELT REVIVAL.

A Republican Who Will Never, Never
Forglive the Colonel.

To THe Epitor or Tune SuvN—S8ir: 1
notice that the great champion of di-
rect primaries, Colonel Theodors Roose-
veit, has already plcked out the candi-
dates that the Republican natlonal con-
vention must nominate or suffer defeat.
Just how the greatest poiitical apostate
in history arrives at the conclusjon that
tha loyal Republicans of this country
will allow him to name their candidate
after he tried to assassinate the Repub-
lican party in 1912 transcends [ntelli-
gent comprehension

It will be remembered that RHo sevelt
tried to pick out the candidate for tov-
ernor for the Republican party in 19814,
As poon as he announced his indorse-
ment of Hinman his candidacy became
A political mornirg  glory, because |t
was struck with death by the poison-
ous hreath of an apostate. s he now
trving to kill Hughes, Knox and Had-
lev in order to gecure the support of
their friends for himeelf? It is evident
that Hoosevelt is still obsessed with the
idea that he can vet become a Cmsar
or a Napolean, He will never forgive
the Republican national convention of
1908 for nomirating Taft instead of
stampeding to himself. He will never
forgive the Republican convention of
1812 for compelling him, so far as it
wis able to do wo, to Keep his pledge
to the American peopls "'not to hecomse
a candidate or accept another nomina-
tion”" He will never forgive the Aineri-
can people for elect!ng Wondrow Wil-
gon PPresident of the United States in-
gtead of electing himself on a platform
of party treasol.  He will never forgive
Wilson for being President, although it
was his party treason that elected him,
He will never forgive the Kaiser for
becoming the leading figure in the BEu-
ropean war. He will never forgive God
for not permitting him to run the uni-
verse,

Colone]l Roosevelt s America’'s peev-
ish, spoiled political child.  He has lost
hisa most attractive toy, the Presidency.
He will continue to rant and rave mo
long as he lives, because just =0 long
will some other man be President of
the Unlited States

The head of the steel trust may give
him a dinner and entertain with him
trust magnates and millionaires, but he
cannot buy for him tha Presidencoy.
The loyalty and patriotism of the Re-
publican party is not for eale That
was demonsirated in 1912, when the
trust magnates Indieted by Taft's Ad-
ministration squandered $3,000,000 tryv.

ing to buy the Republie nomination
for the third term candidate.
Colonel Roosevelt to-day prese:ts a

®iul and pathetic spectacle in American
poiltics, Despised by all loyal Repub.
Heans, deserted by all honest and patri-
otie 'rogressives, (solated on the island
of hisg own concelt, he (s now 1ollinz in

agony on the bed of party treason at
Oyvster Bay and 1z belng pricked to
death By the sharp thorng of disaps

pointment. Is it any wonder that while
in this deplorable condition he is con-
stantly becoming excited and making
viclous attacks upon [President Wiison
for the express purpose of embarrass-
ing the Presldent and his Admindstra-
tion in thia his country’'s gremtest Inter-
national crisis? T think it I8 not strange
T think it is exactly what might he ex-
pected of Roosevelt under the oireums-
mtances. What elsa could he do to get
hig namme on the Aret page of the news-

papers” He is the most brazen and
unserupulous demagogue that cver af-
flicted and annoyed an intelligent and

clvilized natlon since Cesar reigned and
Nuapoleon fell,

I wigh to eall atientlon ta the fact
that he has never hesitated 1o sacrifica
his friends and his party to gratify hLis
political ambitlon. A man who will
betray his friends and his party will
also hetray his country. When treason

once enters into the human heart it
staye there and soars with ambitien
above patriotism,
Cuantes H, Berrs,
Editor of the Lyons Republican,
Lyoxs, December 24,
The Resolution Tree.
Beha!d the resolution tree,
Taugubrious to view;
It stands o etralght It buckward eans,
And all itn leaves are new
It does not glitter in the glaom,
No cheerful gleam oy ites,
Thers !s no chance for jo'lity —
The 114 18 on lis lights
And though alluring uarticlss
Festoon ! round abogt
The branches are entdrely hung
With thing: to du without
MoLaspninom Wiisay

BIBLE USED BY CIHRIST.

Aunthority for Stating iha Apocrypha
Was Omitled.

To THE Epitor oF THE Bun—Sir: “N.
¥ In Tue Sun of December 23 says
that T “take it for granted” that the
Apoerypha was not contained I.n. the
Bible that Jesus Christ used. No,
do not “take It for granted.” It is A
historical fact easily demonstrated.

The Old Testament was divided into
three distinct parts; the Law, the
Prophets and the I'salms. This three-
fold division Christ recognized when He
sald to His disciples: "“These are the
words which 1 spake unto you, while I
was vet with vou, that all things must
be fulfilled which were written In the
Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and
in the Psalms concerning Me" (Luke
xxiv, 44), The third division, the
Psalms, waa also called the Haglog-
rapha, the sacred writings.

The vontents of these divisions were
ns follows: The Law—Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy ; the
Prophets—Joshua, Judges, Samuel,
Kings, Isalah, Jeremiah, Iozekliel and the
Twelve Minor Prophets; the Haglog-
rapha—Chronicles, Psalms, Job, FProv-
erbs, Ruth, Song of Solomon, Ecclesi-
astes, Lamentations, Esther, Daniel and
Kzra-Nehemiah. The books of Samuel,
Kings and Chronicles were each counted
as one book Instead of as two as in our
Bible. The Twelve Minor ['rophets
were considersd one volume, and KEszra
and Nehemiah were grouped together as
one. This way of reckoning made
twenty-four books, while our Wway of
counting glvea us thirty-nine,

The historical proof that the Bible
of Christ and His Jewish neighbors did
not contaln the Apocrypha, but rejected
it as uninspired, and that It was the same
as our present Protestant Old Testament,
is ample. Josephus, the Jewish historian,
in his work against Aplon, written about
100 A, D, enumerates the hooks men-
tloned above as the “Scriptures” of the
Jews of Palestine, but counts them as
twenty-two, because he groups Ruth
with Judges and Lamentations with
Jeremiah, _

Origen of Alexandria, born about 185
A. D, gives the same list of Old Testa-
ment books, counting them as twenty-
two, llke Josephus, [He states expressly
that he takes his list from the Jews.

§t. Jerome, born about 341 A, D, In
his exposition of the Jewish Canon gives
the same list of twenty-two books.

The order of the books of the Hagl-
ographa in the Hebrew Bihle ls different
from that In our Bible, but the books
are precisely and exactly the same.

The Septuagint of the Alexandrian
Jews—that s, the Greek translation of
the Old Testament made by the Greek
speaking Jews of Alexandria about
three centuries before Christ—did con-
tain the Apocrypha, and these Jews re-
garded It as equally inspired with the
writings mentioned above, but only be-
cuure they considered all helpful writings
Inspired. Their views of Inspiration
were very shallow, and virtualiy amount-
ed to a denial of inspiration In any real
gense, in this resembiing modern Unita-
rians, and being uniike their brethren
In Palestine.

But from the beginning of the second
century A. D, the Palestine Canon-—that
is, the Hebrew Bible containing the
twenty-four or twenty-two books, recik-
oned by us as thirty-nine—won author-
{ty among the Alexamdrian Jews as is
shown in the adoption of the translation
of Aquila by the Greek Jews, and in the
statementsa of Origen quo‘¢d above with
regard to tha Canon of the Jews. Christ
frequently quoted from the Greek trans-
lation of the Old Testament books in
the Septuagint, but He never quoted
from any of the Apocrypha contained iIn
{t, and His enumeration in Luke xxiv,, 44,
of the Holy Scriptures as comp
the Law, the Prophets and the P
shows that He limited the written Word
of God to that collection. Christ and
tha Apostles mentlon the Bible in in-
stances too many to give here.

Arington H, Carman in Tue Sty of
the samne date suggests that we throw
awny the Old Testament and keep only
the New. The answer is that if we
keep Christ we must keep the Old Testa-
ment, for it waa His Bible, and in a large

-

measure the wellspring of His teach-
ing. He indorsed it as the Word of
God, and exhorted us to glve heed
thereto.

CHARLES HiiiMAN FouNTaIN,
PrainrFieLp, N. J, December 24,

IF GULLS WERE OMENS.

Observations on the Belligerent Quall-
ties of Certaln Aquatie Birds.

To THE Epitor or THeR Svx
When the Ford peace ship steamed
down the harbor of New York on sat-
ting out for Lurope birds of Immaculate
white hovered over the vessel or clreled
above its wake, Though none of them
came to rest on the upper warks of
the Oscar I1. with an olive branch in
its bill, some of the pilgrims were de-
lighted and called the attention of their
companfons to the beautiful doves bid-
ding them godspeed o1 thelr misslo

No doubt there were other bhirds,
smaller and of darkish plumage, in the
acrial escort, Not all dove  ave of the
game size and not all are white. Those
of mottled feathers are as peaceful as
the symbaolic bird of peace.

Anybody who has tried to pick
from the water and befriend o sea-
gull with a broken wing, wounded by
some indiscriminately belligerent cunner,

Kir

up

knows one of the diferences hetween
a gull and a dove. The gull, although
often mistaken by persons from far

inland for the dove, s one of the flercest
fighters that wear feathers, not except-
ing the occasional unpacitied red man in
hig war paint and plumage.

The stormy petrel, collectively known
to sailormen as Mother Carey's chickens,
I no lover of peace at any price, even
if he does look somewhat like a small
dove in mottled plumage. Besides, his
presence near a ship is taken by sailors
a8 a forerunter of thick weather ahcad

and a =lormy period.
There are fewer believers In omens
nowadayve than once there were Giulls

nearly always follow an outgoing steam-
ship and fight desperately among them-
selves for garbage dumped  from  the
culinary departiment, and the stormy
petrel I8 not an unusual part of ‘
aerial escort. Yet If any person chose
1o see an omen in the alr above the
Oscar 11, as she departed he
point to incidents of the vovage as bear-
ing out his superstition ; for of all the
vessels that have salled the
if any have carried a company
indiseriminate

the

BO s

fow
of more

metaphoricaily white
robed scrappers than this peace ship
|earried abroad
i Mr. Ford, suffering from a bodily (1.
ness that usunlly affects the wond, a

“run down’ condition in which freedom
from worry Is an essential to ardinarily
quick recovery, has become the puthetie
[fAigure in this moverment, which probabily
preyed upon his mind until when he
came to set it going he was in no con-
dition to undertake 1t e is entitled 1o
universzal sympathy and wishes for his
entire recovery,

So far as his rather remarkahle cargo
of peacemukers concerned ft should
be horne in miud that the test of peace-
ful disposition and purpose wis severe
in a storm tossed vessel whers no lisg-

1.}

| genting  shipmate could withdraw, put
on his hat or her bonnet and walk or
% rather

take a street car home, but i
fu pity thut the pllgrims were not egual
to the test, As it hag come out, they
might perhaps do something in the in-
terest of universal peace by oxhibiting
themselver in other neutral and peac ful
lands a8 herrible examples of the eyvils
of warfare Iin whatever form R
New York, December 7

Why Is the Twoe Dollar Bl

To 1THE Emitor or Ty
the effulgence of The
ralson d'@tee of the two dollar W
‘ Erizanern, N 1, December U7
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'NEW SHIPPING BILL
READY FOR WILSON

Authorizes 850,000,004
Panama Canal Bond Issue
to Buy Vessels,

It

McADOO PLAN FOLLOWED

WasHinaToN, Dee, 27 AR the resgl

of several conferences between Copg e
leaders and heads of departments .
ested, the President will recelve .y,
after his return from Hot Spring
copy of the Administration shippog o
which Is supposed to be the “ln w py
of the Administration on tis o
Government ownership and opora g
merchant shipping.

The bill has been practically i
as the result of conferences betw.. | <,
retary McAdoo, Secretury Ilediivil <o
Heitor Thurman of the Depurtienn o
Commerce, Senntors Fleicher arnd sim
mons and Representat.ve Alexusdes
chairman of the House Coinmnittes .
Merchant Marine and Fisheries
measure follows closely the general! o
line of the shipping plan recently sy
gested by Secretary Meadeo

If the President approves tha worl «f
his advisers the measurs will be intig
duced soon after Congress reconvenes

Senator Fletcher will probahly presen,
It In the Senate and Hepresantutive
Alexander in the House. Senator Clari,
of Arkansas wou!d be the logical man '
introduce it in the Senate, as he I8 chalr
man of the Committea on Commerca, bt
lie opposed the bill last sesslon. Thes
is some doubt about his position yet, by
the claim was madas In ths receny Demo
cratic caucus Involving Senator Clarke«
candidacy for realection as Prealdent pn
tem. that he had come around to the snn
port of the bill If carta'n modifications
were made in it

Shipping Board Proposed.

The new bill will provide for the pu:.
chase or construction of merchant v«
sels by the Government acting throug
a Government shipping board whic
is authorized to charter or jeana the ve
gels thus acquired to Individuals or on.
porations.

Frovision will bhe made In svery leass
or charter for thse Government 1o regal
possession of the vessels for military ume
elther as naval auxiliaries or army trans
ports whenever the emergency may apli«
The (rovernment will also retain
righit to use the vessals in the merchs,
shipping If it so deaires,

Tha LN just drafted provides that ths
Socretary of the Treasury niny lssis
$50,000,000 Panama Canal hon At
use the proceeds to acquire the
$10,600,000 being mads immediats
avallabls to put the act into forca wit]
out delay.

To obtain th!s money tha Secre.ary of
the Treasury s authorized o ec!l 1}
amount of bonds a year. Tha shinpr
board, the personnel of which wus 'ha
pubject of much contention In the [*
Congress, will consist of the Seo et
the Navy, the Secretary of Commer
and threa clvilian commissioners to 4
appointed by the President, subjot t
confirmation by the Senate. The <01
commissioners will each recelve  salar
of $10,000 a year. The board =il
called the United States Shipping Toa

Under tha proposed act the I'rcs
may charter, leasa or tranafer such s
fliaries, transports or other yves-es
the army or navy or the Panama I
road that can be spared for comme: e

tha

ves

wa's

Control Over Raten.

The nct givea the ghipping hoard «
pleta control over common carriers
water as the Interstate Commerce
mission regulates carriers by rall, «
to the point of fixing rates and ch. -«
and passing upon practicea of tii«
riers,  After January, 1917, no
may engage In commerce withou*

getting a license from the «h;
board.
Just what the attitude of the

nents of the bill will be in the =
not yet clear, but some of the 4 »
riors of the shipping bhattla ! A
gay they will fight. Others #u
they are ready to give the Aduun
tion full sway in its policy of G
ment ownership after making a
protest to the country
tendency,

Not very long
Massachusetls exprossod 1
f the ship purchase leg 1
1\!\'-'11 the Repub!icar
'\\m|1-| not filibuster, I

tent rest thelr ou i '
| agall Guvernment «

In the House the ! of t m
will be in doubt, s e lvwr rita
# majority of only twenis-tonr

aga

ago Sepatnr Wes

tn ‘as

POSTAL BUSINESS 2 BILLIONS

Year's Shortage 81 1,300,000%
vice Doubles in 12 Years.
Wasininaroyn 1% o MYWarlea
Kram, auditor for the vat M
partment, in his w
publie, disc!
has doubled in
and that during
closed the audited trap r
muted $2.000,000,000
The postal revenu s

expenditures, $208. 518 02
muney orders issued $anl, 210 08s
orders jssued in foreign «

able in the United Stat s,
domestie money orders 1

683, and 'nited State

pald abromd, $8.358 480 NARINE
grecate'of $1,080,281,548

TRAFFIC BOARD IS DEMANDE!

Safety First society Wanits W hi

man (o Same Commisston

The Safety First = ot ¢ -
is Urging upon vien W
pointnient of a (raff [
vestigate nnd regul
Uniform regulation '
wavs s highly desiral
the soclety, and the )
1y to flect this

The com sion should
Brade crossng  situatioe "
adoption of 4w 1
for such crossings, s
for these 1o be Jighted
| &rd rovd signs shoud
Land distances and J
I of leensing  chauffeurs
amined as to ats ¢ificn
Motor vehicles should I
riodically Fhese wre o
Tiew  wi I the ik
should have, aceording ta
Firet Society,

SNOW ORDER TO BE TE-ILI

sohsldinry of B, R, 1. bighes U

I fng by Sepsilee Boarvd
I'he New York Cons
Company, which  ow

|l|.-‘o.~ of elevated structun
sl Queans and s a suab
Hrooklyn Rapld Trans,
esterday from Bupreme
Whitaker directing 1
Commission to fle oot ~
all the evidence o
rected the elevated connpa
L the MHOW from footprihs
"structures, totalling t
[ The order, which became m

{ December 1, will also be 14
by the Interborough and

| is said,

The company
avallahle 1o remoye the »
perienced  men are  tahken koo
necessary  duties,

wbout

ENe




